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| am Nicholas Baker, the Deputy Chief Constable employed by Staffordshire
Police. | am also the National Police Chief Council lead for Technical
Surveillance Units and Digital Forensics.

The NPCC fully endorse the OPEN statement made by Detective
Superintendent Steve Williams of the Metropolitan Police, which has been
shared with me, and, in particular, endorse the continued use of a neither nor
deny response to queries that seek to interrogate police use of covert tactics
and equipment. This suitably protects the unnecessary disclosure of tactics and
capabilities information, which is carefully sought by Organised Crime Groups
and terrorist networks.

We understand legitimate concerns around transparency and accountability but
believe that the statutory frameworks that authorise the use of covert tactics
and techniques are robust and suitably endeavour to reassure any public

interest.

STATEMENT OF TRUTH

| believe the facts stated/in this withess statement are true
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